SEPTEMBER, 1882. 


THE MONTH. 


Pantiament has adjourned till the 24th of October; and it is well understood 
that the business of the autumn session will, so far as Ministers are concerned, 


be limited to settling, if possible, the rules of procedure.. The Conservative _ 


opposition will support Ministers, so far as they consistently can, in making 
arrangements for carrying on business in the session of 1888 unimpeded by the 
annoying and systematic obstructions which have made the last two sessions so 
unproductive of practical legislation. The session of 1882 has been almost barren 
(except in one or two measures of some importance) in everything except the two 
great Irish Bills, which have literally been forced through the House. Very 
few liked either of them ; they were measures of expediency rather than of wise 

ip. The Phenix Park murders, which gave such a terrible instance 
of the secret agencies at work, and of the inefficiency of the existing means to 
cope with them, gave an impulse which carried the Prevention of Crime Bill ; and 
the many evictions, and the abundant proofs of the hopeless poverty of the 


_tenantry, made the Arrears Bill, theoretically indefensible as a measure of 


political economy, recognized as a necessity. Lord Salisbury made a vigorous 
protest against the Arrears Bill in the House of Lords, and succeeded in carrying 
amendments in the Upper House which would have made it almost valueless for 
the objects Ministers had in view when they drafted it. The Bill so amended 
was sent back to the Commons, and for a few hours there was the threat of a 
political crisis. Mr. Gladstone intimated that if the Lords persisted in their 
amendments, Parliament would be dissolved and an appeal be made, by means of 
@ general election, to the country. A meeting of the Conservative Peers was 
hastily summoned, and a majority resolved not to insist on the amendments, 
very much to the chagrin of Lord Salisbury, who at first appeared disposed to 
resign the leadership of the party, but afterwards consented to retain it. The 
coherence of the party, however, is weakened, and it is more than possible that 
next session it will be found that Lord Cairns and Sir Stafford Northcote will be 
the real chiefs, probably with the nominal leadership of the Duke of Richmond. 
That, however, is speculation which need not detain us now, The fact of the 
month in connection with Parliamentary proceedings is that Prime Minister 
having, in one or two comparatively unimportant details, made concessions, the 
Lords’ amendments were not ipsisted on, and the Arrears Bill received the Royal 


We referred above to one or two other measures which have been carried, 
besides the two important Irish Bills which so engrossed public atk ntion that 


matters affecting domestic legislation escaped the close scrutiny which otherwise 
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they would doubtless have invited. One tt han ant probably it will prove to 
be the most important, is the Married Women's Property Bill, by which the 
interests of a married woman are rendered still more separate from those of 
her husband than they have been made by previous legislation. The Acts of 
1870 and 1874 were valuable as affording protection to women from the 
brutality and extortion of worthless husbands; and few right-minded persons, 
it is to be supposed, would fail to aequiesce in the justice of enabling a deserted 
wife to maintain a property in her own earnings against the claims of a lazy, 
dissolute man, who, having neglected his own duty and contributed nothing 
to his wife's support, stripped the home she had established after he had deserted 
her, and had a legal claim to the money she earned by her independent exertions. 
The new Act goes much farther, and, indeed, is based upon a principle which may 
be described as new in comparison with other social enactments. Henceforth 
the marriage union will be little more than a business partnership, with this 
difference, however, that the wife will retain an absolute right over the share of the 
capital she possessed when married, and may “enter into and render herself 
liable in respect of, and to the extent of, her separate property m any contract ;” 
that is, she may speculate with her share of what immemorial custom, found d 
on a feeling of respect for the unity and permanence of the married state, has 
considered as a common stock. This, too, not only in the case of separated or 
deserted wives, but of those living with their husbands. If a legacy is left to a 
wife, it is no longer an addition to the capital, to which the husband contributes 
by the labour of his mind and body, but the wife's absolutely. The husband is to 
contribute everything he earns or possesses to the joint stock; the wife is to 
contribute nothing, and to have a full share of the profits. The new measure 
enacts that “every woman married before the commencement of this Act 
shall be entitled to have and to hold, and to dispose of, all real and personal 
property which shall accrue after the commencement of this Act.” The wife, too, 
will be able to take legal, even criminal, proceedings against her husband, if he 
infringe her individual rights. Similar rights are, of course, possessed by the 
husband. /It cannot be hidden from our observation that there is at the present 
ay 10 Uhl nnd, a mot of thnk divinely 
rized sanctity of the marriage tie, and to divide ‘“‘ the twain made one flesh” into 
two separate and, it would seem, litigious individualities ; and thoughtful, religious 
persons must necessarily watch with great anxiety the operation of this new piece 


_ 


The excitement of warlike preparations had for a time thrown Irish affairs - 
into the background, and it was hoped that there were symptoms of fhe. 
development of a better state of affairs ;bat another terrible outbreak of crime, 
the massacre of a family in Connemara, shows us that the fire, which appeared to be 
smouldering, is still active. The newspapers have acquainted us with the details; 
and we need not repeat the sickening story. In the case of a man named Hynes, 
— with murder, a Dublin jury had the courage to convict, the evidence 

sainst the prisoner being very complete, and Mr. Justice Lawson passed the 
A day or two afterwards, the Freeman's Journal (the 
proprietor of which is Mr. Gray, member for the county of Carlow, and also High 
Sheriff of Dublin) published a letter from a Mr. O’Brien, who declared that the 
.Jury were supplied with drink when they were locked up for consultation, and 
disgraced themselves by scenes of drunken riot and disorder. In an editorial 
leader the Freeman’s Journal accepted this statement as fact, and indulged in 


ma 
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vigorous vituperation of the jury. It has been satisfactorily established that there 


notwithstanding his presumed privilege as member of Parliament, and his high 
municipal office, been sentenced by Mr. Justice Lawson to be imprisoned 
for three months, and to pay a fine of £500, and after the termination of that 
period of three months, to give securities, himself in £5,000 and two others in 
£2,500 each, to be of good behaviour and keep the peace for six months, or, in 

default, to be imprisoned for » further term of six months. This vigorous 


A very serious difficulty appeared imminent in the early part of the month. 


The Irish constabulary, an able and intelligent body of men, whose energies have ~ 


for the last two years been heavily taxed, and whose spirit of loyalty has been 
undoubted, expressed dissatisfaction with their position, and claimed a higher 
remuneraticu ior their services. Some injudicious expressions on the part of some 
of the higher authorities were resented, and, had they not been promptly with. 
drawn, would have led to the display of a spirit of insubordination, which, in the 
present condition of Ireland, might have produced disastrous consequences. Tlic 
Government has addressed the men in a conciliatory manner, and promised a 


fall consideration of their claims and a substantial acknowledgment of their | 


In a very short space of time, considering the magnitude of the necessary 


preparations, a powerful British army has been landed at Alexandria, and Sir 


Garnet Wolseley has, with characteristic promptitude, begun active operations 
against Arabi. The Suez Canal has been taken possession of by the British, 
Port Said offering no resistance ; and Ismaili, the most important position on the 
Canal, has been occupied, not without the necessity of firing a few shells at a small 
body of the enemy. By this well-conceived and well-executed mancuvre, Arabi 
_ will be placed between two fires, and a base of operations at Ismaili for the relief 
of Cairo has been established. The British troops at Ramleh have been reinforced, 
and should Arabi attempt a forward movement, he will find himself confronted by 
@ compact force officered by distinguished generals. It is not safe to speculate as 
to the probable plan of campaign. Sir Garnet Wolseley possesses that prime 
requisite for a successfrl general, the gift of ‘reticence as to his plaus. 


The Conference at Constantinople has ended, as Conferences so frequently 


do, without producing any result. Great Britain has not waited to hear what 
the other Powers had to say in the matter, or for the dilatory and evasive conduct 
of Turkey, but has taken in hand the task of settling Egyptian affairs; and the 
Powers seem disposed to stand by and look on. There have been sinister 
rumours respecting the designs of Russia, but such ramours have always filled 
the air at the time of any great event connected with our foreign policy. As for 
Turkey, promises and performance are as far asunder as ever ; and as the Sultan 


only talks about proclaiming Arabi Pasha a traitor, and equivocates about placing 


oa 


newspaper had repeatedly charged the judicial authorities with packing juries, has, | 
| 
of it. Already there have been hints about Judge Jeffreys, and the vengeance ; 
of an infuriated mob; and the feeling of the Dublin Corporation against the | | 
constituted authorities may be estimated by the fact that the freedom of the city . 
of Dublin has been conferred upon Mr. Parnell and Mr. Dillon. : 

| 
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the proposed Turkish military contingent under the absolute control of the 


Rritish General, there is little chance hat it will be allowed to land in Egypt, 
where it might very probably only swell the forces of Arabi. 


Cetewayo, the ex-King of Zululand, is to be restored to his sovereignty, 
subject to certain conditions. This is a bold experiment, and there are not 
wanting prophets of evil who say that this act of reversal may lead to a renewal 
of the Zulu war. The ten chiefs, or kinglets, established two years ago by Sir 
Garnet Wolseley are not likely to relinquish their position without a struggle ; and 
the half-breed, John Dunn, is an astute and energetic man, who will certainly give 
trouble if his demands are not complied with. Cetewayo, in his visit to this 
country, has behaved with propriety, and seems to appreciate the respect shown to 
him, and to acknowledge the greatness of the country of which he is a guest. Many 
deputations have waited upon him, among others one from the National Temper- 
ance League, which last, however, he declined to receive, being occupied in sitting 
for a portrait which the Queen wishes to haye painted. He is naturally very 
much flattered by this wish of Her Majesty, and allows nothing to interfere with 
carrying it into effect. He has on all occasions declined to be made a show of, 
and his business being arranged, will return early in September to South Africa. 


DEATH OF MR. J. F. OAKEY. 


Tue readers of Evangelical Christendom will receive with regret the intelligence of | 


the death of Mr. Jonathan Francis Oakey, who, since the commencement of this 
publication, has been one of its most earnest, able, and judicious Editors. His 
heart was in his work, and he watched and recorded with intense interest the 
progress of evangelical truth and the missionary work of the Churches. A quiet, 
unobtrusive man, he was, perhaps, less known beyond his immediate circle of 
friends than, according to his character and abilities, he deserved to be ; but those 
who knew him most intimately best appreciated the spirit that animated him in 
the performance of his daily routine of duty. | | 

Mr. Oakey, who died on the 4th of August, was sixty-three years of age. He 
received the best possible training for the technical part of editorial work by 
passing some of the earlier years of his life in a printing-office, having served 
as an apprentice in the large establishment of Mr. William Tyler, in Bolt 
Court, Fleet Street, where the Patriot, the Anti-Slavery Reporter, the Lvangelical 


_ Magazine, the Christian Witness, the Visitor, and other publications of a religious 


character, were printed. lif the last-named appeared the articles, so 
in their day, signed “Old Humphrey” (written by Mr. Moggridge). The mental 
atmosphere of the place was congenial, Mr. Oakey being a very thoughtful 


_ youth, fond of reading, and early the subject of strong religious convictions; and 


he made good use of the scanty leisure afforded by his occupation. His un- 
remitting attention to his work, and a natural gravity of manner, were sometimes 
good-humouredly commented on by his fellow-apprentices’; but they respected his 
sincerity and kindness of heart, and occasionally, when a conversation or argament 
was started, they were compelled to admit the superior extent of his information 
and the clear-headed manner in which he could maintain his position. - 

The child of religious parents, Mr. Oakey was early instructed in Christian 
doctrine; and, while yet a youth, having come under the influence of the late 


> 
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Rev. Thomas Binney, of the Weigh House Chanel, was the subject of a personal 
experience which decided his religious course. For Mr. Binney he retained 
throughout life almost a filial affection, expressing his obligations for valuable 
advice in secular as well as in spiritual matters. 

Mr. Oakey had an editorial connection with the Christian Times (after- 
wards the Beacon), started in 1848; and also with the People, a weekly journal, 
publishing a late edition on Saturday, intended to take the place of thé 
newspapers issued on Sundays. In 1861, @ paper, the Compass, appeared, but 
did not maintain its footing; and to that journal Mr. Oakey contributed. The 
True Catholic, issued by the Religious Tract Society, was also at a later period 
edited by him; and for many years he regularly contributed to the Monthly 
Religious Record, and to the Sunday at Home. A san editor, he was distinguished 
for sobriety of judgment, and an unswerving regard for Christian principle. Few 
men have worked less ostentatiously, or with more continuous industry. 

For some months past, the state of Mr. Oakey's health had been the c.use 
of anxiety to his friends. Short periods of absence from business became neces- 
sary, and it was hoped that the air of Brighton would be beneficial. Only a 
fortnight before his death, he returned to town; but in a very weakly condition. 
He kept bravely to his work, and the last number of Evangelical Christendom 
was serit to press under his superintendence. After this last effort, he gradually 
sank, and passed away in a full assurance of reception by the Saviour in whose 
service he had s« assiduously worked... He wag unmarried, living with near rela- 
tions, who mourn the loss of a gentle and affectionate-natured man. His upright- 
ness of character, his patient endurance through a painful illness, and the perfect 
peace of his last moments will never be forgotten by those who were the witnesses 
of them. 

THE LAST DAYS OF THE COUNT DE GASPARIN.* 


Waite the army of Bourbaki, which was in hot pursuit of the German troops, 
was hurled back upon the Swiss, an inexplicable silence surrounded all the move- 
ments of the army. Usually the Count de Gasparin set out towards noon for a 
walk-across the fields. The ravens, whom he daily fed, used to follow in his track, 
but during the last days of January they entirely disappeared, and the family at the 
manor said: “A table has been spread for them on some field of battle on the other 
side of the Jura.” The air was filled with ominous sounds, and the discharge of 
artillery was frequently heard coming from afar off like the rumbling of thunder 
behind the mountain. A heavy fall of snow covered the ground. Every day they 
went out in search of news. On the lst of February, as they were on their way to 
Yverdon, they were met by two or three French troopers on full gallop. It isa 
retreat. The village of Yverdon was full of the officers of Bourbaki, and the main 
body of the army was yet to come. At the Count’s manor the staff officers of a 
regiment of light infantry were quartered, who were making hasty preparations to 
lodge and feed the troops. Soon they saw descending the slopes of the Swiss side of 
the Jura Mountains the ragged columns of tired, sick, and half-frozen soldiers, who 
filled the little village to overflowing with their numbers. About nine o’clock the 
rest of the regiment, composed almost entirely of mere boys, had arrived, happy 


: * From ‘The Count Agénor de Gasparin: a Biography.” Translated from the French of 
Th. Borel. London : Hodder and Stoughton. LOE the quecral cf this charming biography 
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at finding a good supper, comfortable lodgings, and a hearty welcome in store for 
them. At midnight, the mansions, barns, and outhouses being crowded, the arrival 
of more staff officers was announced, including Count Tascher de la Pagerie, a 
cousin of the Emperor. Accommodation could only be found for them by Count de 
Gasparin and his Countess departing from beneath their own roofs. Aoccordingly 
they at once made room for these latest fugitives, by themselves passing the night in 
a little cottage in the village. 

This, however, was only the advance-guard of the defeated army. On the 
Sed and 4th of the same month the main body hastened into the province by 
every mountain path ; soldiers with uncertain gait and wild looks as if worn out 
with fear and fatigue. The place of Tascher was supplied by the staff officers of a 
corps belonging to the Zurichois allies, and the Fren< infantry ocoupied every 
available place. In the barns the mingled chat of French, German, and Arabic 
might be heard. and those for whom no accommodation could be found were supplied 
with bread, soup, cheese, and a glass of wine. The question of rations was becom- 
ing «@ serious one, for they no longer knew where to obtain flour and meat and 
vegetables. It is impossible for twenty thousand soldiers to be suddenly quartered 
wpon a small district without causing great distress. There were no longer accom- 
modations for any more, and yet more were constantly coming. It now became 
necessary to forewarn the mayor, or he would turn the entire army on the manor. 
M. de Gasparin hastened to the mayor, resolved to stay the flood. In a few minutes 
he returned, and in response to his wife's question as to the result of the interview, 
he said: “I found the poor mayor in the depths of despair, and I told him to send 
to us all those for whom he could make no otber provision. 

Early the next day M. and Mme. de Gasparin returned to Orbe. On the road, 
which was covered with a heavy fall of snow, they were met at each step by a 
straggling company of soldiers shaking with fever, a. ' suffering from cold and hunger. 
“Do you see that cottage below?” they would ask. “ Go there, and you will find 
what you most need.” As they neared the outskirts of Orbe the spectral figures 
grouped round the bivonac fires suggested a prophetic thought to the mind of M. de 
Gasparin. “ These poor fellows,” he exclaimed, “ will spread disease in their track. 
The country will be poisoned.” 34 
In the meanwhile a wing of the manor had been converted into a temporary 
hospital, and a large waggon, provided with folding steps and comfortably lined with 
mattresses, was sent out on the road leading to France to seek for the wounded, 
and it always returned with a full load. Very soon typhoid fever and the varioloid 
broke out, and on the 6th of February the ambulance arrived, which, to ‘the great 
regret of the poor invalids themselves, had come in search of the typhoid patients 
and those sick with the varioloid and scurvy. As soon as the invalids had been 
comfortably arranged in the ambulances and supplied with » piece of bread and 


small slice of beef, M. de Gasparin, passing from one sick soldier to another, and 
taking their pale hands in his, gave each some little gift—bashful as he always was 


when doing some charitable ‘action. The manor still retained the charge of those 


_ who were sick with dysentery and bronchitis, and those whose feet had been frozen, 


as well as many others in addition. He had truly foretold the result. The con- 
tagious diseases spread with terrible rapidity, and eut short the most precious lives 
—his own among the number. The atmosphere was charged with the most deadly 
exhalations, but to run the risk of incurring disease in order to minister to the wants 
of the sick was esteemed by him a happy privilege. Moreover, there was yet 
another reason for his so doing. Each day he conducted in the hospital a simple 
religious service, to which the soldiers gladly listened, although very many, alas ! 
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had but little thought beyond the affairs of their regiment, the chances of promotion, 


the large soap-tureen, and the piece of meat in the savoury soup. It was to such as 
these that M. de Gasparin referred, when he once mid: “I must find a socal for 


them.” There was conversation as well as the reading of the Gospel, while on the 
table lay the envelopes and peper with which a correspondence on a gigantic scale 
was carried on. The pale faces wore a brighter look now, and the bloodless lips 
were seen to smile once more, for the brave soliers felt that they were loved, and 
they loved in return. Some of them declare to this day that they shall never forget 
the words which the Count de Gasparin has spoken to them. 

The month of February was spent in attending to the needs of the sick who 
occupied the improvised hospital at Valleyres, and in visiting the sick at Orbe. In 
this latter place he also had the art—and the secret of this art was naught else than 
his cheerful disposition—of winning the attention of the invalids. As soon as he 
appeared they would raise themselves upon their beds, and even those who usually 
feigned sleep at the first intimation of « serious talk, were very quickly all attention 
as soon as they became aware of his presence. By the ist of March the last of the 
invalids remaining at Valleyres were sent back to the central hospital at Yverdon by 
the same waggon which had brought them. Each one before starting was supplied 
with cigars, chocolate, and a bottle of cordial, A copy of the Bible had been given 
them all on the first day of their arrival. 

It was now necessary to disinfect the house, and so they remained a few weeks 
longer. Mme. de Gasparin, haunted by gloomy presentiments, had no difficulty in 
persuading her husband to prolong his stay in these dearly loved places where the 
bloom of spring-time was succeeding the dreariness of winter. They used to take 
long walks together now at the foot of the mountain, where the clusters of yellow 
primrose and blue liverwort were forming a fit carpet for this beautiful garden of 
God. Or they would wander over Suchet, touched here and there with snowflakes, 
but blooming with the crocus wherever the snow had left the ground. In this way 
have they said eternal farewells. 

On the day they left Valleyres (for Geneva}, M. de Gasparin received a fresh attack 
of the fever the soldiers had left behind. The two travellers ended their journey in a 
bitter piercing wind, which blew full in their faces, chilling them through and through. 
The change in his health was far from making him low spirited. Up to the end did 
he retain his frolicking mirth, his tender-heartedness, his even temper, and un- 
ruffled good humour. Never in al) his life had he been more fascinating than at 
this time. 

_ God in his mercy spared His servant the anguish of a lingering illness! Even 
on the last day M. de Gasparin did not himself recognize the dangerous nature of his 
malady. He listened with a keen interest and real delight to music and reading, 

and when his wife, who was reading to him, burst out into a sudden flood of tears, 
he steadfastly regarded her with a smile full of cheerfulness and hope. He even 


_walked in the garden, where the nightingales were singing their sweetest, and the - 


trees were beginning to bloom, and plunging his face into a cluster of fragrant lilacs, 
he would exclaim : “ How I love this flower |” 

When his sufferings became more intense, he was heard to exclaim, borrowing 
the words of one of the songs of Schubert : “ /ch grolle nicht” —TI do not complain. 
Surrounded by his most intimate friends he would commend his friends in France to 


their loving care and prayers. When the crisis was past, he rejoiced at the thought 


of soon meeting them again in Switzerland, or in their own homes. 
Toward evening, on the 13th of May, he paced up and down the hornbean alley 


with his beloved wife for the last time. The birds were flying from tree to tree, 
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making their nests, and he repeated those lines: “Be thou like the bird perched 

upon some frail twig, who, although be feels the branch bending beneath him, yet 

fall well that be has wings.” His wife recalled to his memory 
lines which he had penned in « happy mood at the close of « beautiful 

day : “ The glories of a sunset tinge the heavens with brilliant colour. The sun has 

gone—bat what matters that? It will soon return. Is not the sleep of each one of 


His love for the starry heavens and faith and ardent love were with him to the 
last hour. With « firm step he sought to reach the little parlour—the nest of so 


he sald; “ you know I like to have you go before me.” Then, having cast one 
look at the castern heavens stadded with stars, he entered the house, his face still 
wearing a happy smile, but deathly pale. His malady was making rapid ravages, 
and severe frontal pains—they had recently become of frequent occurrence—forced 
him to lie down. He uttered a last word of infinite tenderness to his wife, and fell 
into a peaceful sleep. 

All hope was not yet gohe, and their prayerful eyes were turned towards 
heaven. Then there was a sudden cry, a terrible rattling in the throat, two conval- 
sive throes of the body, and at half-past two o'clock in the morning all was over. 
This was the 14th of May, 1871. 

If the years are to be recorded by the strength of the affections, by the profit- 
able employment of the allotted time, by the work accomplished, the Count Agénor 
de Gasparin has lived far more than sixty-one years. He died at the post of honour 
on the field of battle, in the service of his Master, and in the performance of a task 
the most humble, and yet the most glorious, He died as he has lived—in peace ; 
. and peace filled his heart. 

LAND TO BE POSSESSED. 
A paracrapn under the above heading appeared in our August issue, in which an 
_ account was given of the present condition, intellectually and religiously, of the 
population of Albania. It was a picture of deplorable ignorance—a state of things 
calling for some remedial measure. According to promise, the Rev. T. W. Brown, 
Secretary of the Turkish Missions’ Aid Society, submits the following statement 

as to the most likely means of accomplishing the end in view. 

The Albanians at home number about 1,000,000, while there are large colonies 
of them in Constantinople, and in all the chief cities of the empire. It is not to be 
supposed that nothing whatever has been done towards the uplifting of this in- 
teresting race. We can point to valuable preparatory work. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society has provided the whole of the New Testament and Psalms 

7 in both dialects—for the Ghegs, in the Latin alphabet, which some of them at 
ae least understand ; and for the Tosks, in the Greek alphabet, which a much greater 

| | number of them understand. It has also translated and printed for the Tosks 
the Books of Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Proverbs, and Isaiah. The Religious 
Tract Society has published a Primer, a Catechism, and the Old Testament © 
History, also in both dialects, and in-éinGieek and Latin alphabets respectively. 
The sale of the Gospels and other books is tolerably satisfactory, but the purchase 
and use of such literature are almost exclusively confined to those who already 
read Greek, and who are therefore independent of the Albanian language. What 


| inany happy hours—and parposely avoided leaning on the railing as 
| steps, for fear that this indication of increasing weakness: might startle her who 
tenderly watched him, pale with grief She wished to walk up behind him. “No,” 


September 1, 1882.) BYANGELICAL Of RISTENDOM. 


is wanted, as a foundation for evangelistic work among the people, is instruction 
im their own vernacular—the language of their every-day life. The arguments 
which have been used on behalf of Gaelic schools in Scotland will here apply in 
the fullest force. For the mass of the Albanian population the great desideratum 
is the establishment of elementary schools, in which the vehicle of instruction 
shall be the native language. Through that portal the youth of the country may 
afterwards enter on the knowledge of other tongues, such as Greek, Turkish, or 
Italian ; but such an opening must first be secured. “ And above all,” says Dr. 
Thomson, who has this matter very much at heart, ‘we need men of faith and 
love to preach to these poor neglected people the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 
Who, then, may be expected to undertake this new and hitherto all but 
unoccupied mission field? To whose hand does this enterprise seem to lie? Dr. 
Thomson has told us of the two dialects of the language—the Tosk in the South, 
among the adherents of the Greek Church, where the Greek liturgy is used; and 
the Gheg in the North, spoken by the Romanists, and by Christians of the Greek 
Church using the Slavic liturgy. Well, it so happens that the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church of the United States of America has had for many years a mission 
in Greece, with stations at Athens, Salonica, Volo,and Janina. Dr. Kalopothakes 
and Mr. Sampson, of Athens, are well-known representatives of this mission. At 
the same time, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions are 
carrying on & Very prosperous mission work in Macedonia and Roumelia, the 
language which forms the medium of instruction being Bulgarian; and it is a 
remarkable circumstance that at Monastir, one of the stations of that mission, 
there is a student of theology preparing for the work of the ministry, who is a 
native of Northern Albania, and therefore conversant with the language used by 
the Ghegs. Would it not be a noble thing for those two missionary bodies to 
divide between them the work of evangelizing Albania: the brethren of the 
Bulgarian Mission to take up Scutari and Berat, as centres in the North; andthe ~ 
brethren in Greece to extend their operations beyond Janina, which they already 
occupy, and to lay hold of any other promising points of vantage in the South? | 
It does seem that, while the backward condition of the Albanians as a whole 
amounts to the old Macedonian cry, “‘ Come over and help us,” the partition of the | 
field which I have suggested above must commend itself as reasonable and wise. 
It is not for the Turkish Missions’ Aid Society to undertake direct mission work 
in the East-—its fanction being to help such work so far as the means placed at 
its disposal will allow—but I venture to pledge the Committee to the advocacy 
- and support of a Gospel inroad on Albania on the lines indicated above. It is 
my intention to communicate with both of the missionary bodies which I have 
named, and I shall be glad to hear from any friends of Albania in this country on. 
the subject. 
THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT.* 


We live in an age of progress. The past two centuries have witnessed remarkable 
achievements in every field of human exertion. But that which particularly 


concerns us now is, what place does religion occupy in this grand onward move- 


ment ? 
Christianity is the foundation of all permanent progress. While impelling 


onward nations, states, and individuals, this great life-giving principle has also 


* From an excellent abstract of the Van Doren Prize Essay on Christian Missions, 1882, in 
the New York Christian Intelligencer. 
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vigorously, and the Church would have less to answer for. The lives of the 
Apostles and of many other soldiers of the Cross testify to the fact, that 
those who are imbued with this spirit have more ardent faith to pray, more earnest 
faith to labour, more steadfast faith to follow where the Master leads the way. 
Such men have been and always will be successful, for the Lord has promised, 
“ According to your faith be it unto you.” 

As missions partake of the nature of their Divine Author, who continually 


_ appointed work ; and so judiciously did they carry on their operations, that “ the 
Lord added to the Chareh daily such as should be saved.” Noble work has been 
done ; noble work is now being done. But even yet we cau only see the dawnings 
- of the grander results which are to follow. 

Missionaries have been charged with selfishness. Look, 1 pray you, at the 
example of those who, animated by the spirit of Christ, have consecrated them- 
selves wholly to His service, and see if this charge can be sustained! Look at 
Paul! Does his life show any listless indifference, any selfish drawing back on 
account of personal interest ? Was there any half-heartedness about him? Did 
he leave anything that he undertook for Christ half finished? No! you answer 
atonce. Panl was a whole-souled follower of Christ. He fought a good fight ; 
he finished his course; he kept the faith, and was worthy of the crown of 
righteousness which was laid up for him in heaven. 

So all.trne missionaries have been self-denying, aggressive workers. They 
have, indeed, been forced to undergo trials and difficulties without number; but 
the promise of their Leader to be with them, even unto the end of the world, has 
never failed. Under His guidance, they have gone forth, “‘ conquering and to con- 
quer ;” and glorious have been their victories. In spité of all its hardships, it is a 
. lovely work, as well as a work of love. ° Love! that mysterious but powerful 
magnet which draws men’s hearts from earth to heaven. Only those who have 
felt to the depths of their own hearts the “ still small voice ” of God's Spirit can 
appreciate the motives that animate such workers for Jesus. | ‘e 

’ The growth of the influence of the spirit of missions upon the hearts and 
lives of men, and thence upon society, is very marked. The influence of no other 
power has ever been able to control barbarous people, to put to flight the errors of . 
heathendom, and to break down the walls of bigotry and superstition with which 
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| greatly exiended its own imffuence. Christianity has made wonderful progress, 
Mr. Robert imgersolls affirmation to the contrary notwithstandimg. The secret 
of this seccess can, we think, be traced to the influence exerted by the earnest, 
self-denyimg, noble men and women who, taking thew lives m their bands, have 
gone forth to battle for their Master; or, im other words, the progress of 
Christianity is due to the missionary spirit. 
‘ What is this spirit? We have bat to tarn to the sweet story of the Cross, 
| around whieh all the grand achievements of the ages cluster, for an answer to 
this query. The same spirit that animated the Founder of the missionary enter- 
prise still anunates those who labour for its success 
| The commission of Christ to His Apostles is as binding to-day as when 
uttered ; consequently, every one who has named the name of Christ is m duty 
bound to diseemmate His trath. But, alas! how few recognize thew responsibility ! 
If professing Christians would only appreciate their privileges, there would be 
much less of sm and misery; the cause of Christ would be pushed forward more 
‘went about doing good,” they are aggressive as well as progressive. The 
| Aposties, in accordance with the Divine injunction, tarried in Jerusalem until 
they were endued with “ power from on high,” when they at once began their 
| 
| 
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many nations had surrounded themselves. The missionary spirit has, in a quiet 
way, effocted all this, and far more ; for, like the stery of the Cross, “ the half was 
never told.” 

This spirit has united the Church in one great desire for the salvation of the 
world. The “ Week of Prayer,” which was established at the request of mission- 
aries, and the “‘ Inter-Seminary Missionary Conventions,” which resulted from the 
workings of the missionary spirit in our theological seminaries, have, under 
God, been largely instrumental in breaking down denominational hedges. 
Men of different sects, thus necessarily thrown together, have discovered 
that the motives led 


over Church history, and seeing the animosity that once 


fierce wind, that made t traveller take off his coat ; so it is the loving word and — 


the kind act, rather than the harsh denunciation, that turn men from their idol. 
worship. It was love that led the Son of God to suffer and die for man, and 
which leads the sons of men to forsake all and follow Christ. 


the commands of their Leader. And when the order, ‘‘ Follow me,” is issued, 
they can respond, *‘ With all my heart.” For proof of this we refer to the lives 
of such men as Cramner, Eliot, Scudder, and Judson. How nobly they toiled ! 
With what fortitude they endured hardships and afflictions! Nothing but the 
Spirit of Christ enables men to labour as they laboured. Such lives are the 
brightest examples of Christian heroism, inspiring the people of God with renewed 
seal. When the Church rises to the realization of the grand truth that she must 
give her best men to the cause of missions, then may she expect Pentecostal 
showers both at home and abroad. 

The great work of the missionary spirit is the evangelization of the world. 
Mark the parting command of Christ to His disciples, ‘‘ Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations,” ete. Jesus laid the foundation of this great work; then entrusted it 
to His disciples, and through them to the Church. How has the Church executed 
_ this trust? With shame, we are obliged to confess that she has been sadly 
negligent in obeying the divine command. Indeed, she has at times almost lost 
sight of her true mission. The number of those who oppose the missionary enter- 
prise is rapidly growing Jess. It is becoming more and more apparent that this 
enterprise is the safeguard of the Church, and therefore professing Christians 
cannot object to missions without gross inconsistency. But drawing the veil of 
charity over the Church’s past failings, let us hope for better things in the future, 
lodking with confident expectation for the coming of the time when all nations 
shall call Him blessed, when “all that dweil in the wilderness shall bow down be- 
fore the Lord,” when “His enemies shall lick the dust,” when “ all kings shall 


fall down before Him, and all nations serve Him.” 

The accomplishment of these great results by the missionary spirit is but a 
question of time, because God’ himself is the originator and chief mover in them. 
Like the boy upon the deck of the tempest-tossed vessel, so may we stand firm 
upon the mission ship, though tossed by the roaring billows of materialism and 
atheism; because “ our Father is at the helm!” 


them into the work, and the same influence . 


« 


Dy, We perceive how the missionary spill operating upon | 
society. The motive power of this spirit is love, which explains its influence ove: 
men im all ages and countries. It was the bright and kindly sunlight, not the 


5 


>? 
4 
4 4 
te 
4 


= 


> 


on earth,” and “ Jerusalem ! my happy 
tween the hymns, and concluding with an invi- 
tation to come and hear more at the preaching 
services. The preacher and his friends all came 
Spirit might make 
of souls. 
that 
mention 


te rom 


a beginning 
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attending to their animals, and also refused 
privileges of the village. Two 
orders bave been received from the government 
here, directing the authorities of the village to 
look into these affairs ; bat it is very doubtfal 
whether the result will be beneficial to the 

iss Extracted from a report of the 
, Central, and Eastern Tarkey 


Missions in the Missionary Herald. 
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CONFIRMATION OF THE YOUNG PRINCES. 
On Tuesday, the Sth ult., Prince Albert 


Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, the 
Duchess of Connaught, Princess Beatrice, 
Prince Leopold, the Dake of Hesse, Princesses 
Victoria, Louise, and Mand of Wales, and 
Princesses Sophia and Margaret of Prussia, 
occupied seats in the chancel. The Princes 
wore the uniform of mi of the 
Royal Navy, and, by special desire of the 
Queen, every rank on board the Bacchante 
was represented, Lord Charles Scott and the 
other officers being in full uniform. Canon 
Connor read the preface, after which the 
Archbishop addressed the candidates and laid 
hands upon them. 


CONSECRATION OF THE Dishor or 
MEWCASTLE. 


The Rev. Ernest R. Wilberforce, second 
son of the late Bishop of Wiachester, was on 
Tuesday, July 26, consecrated in Durham 
Cathedral first Bishop of Newcastle. The 
Archbishop of York was assisted in the con- 
secration by the Bishops of Darham,.Win- 
chester, St. Alban’s, Ely, Liverpool, Carlisle, 
and Manchester, cach of whom was attended 
in the procession by bis chaplains. Among 
those present at the ceremonial were the 
Mayors and members of the Co ious of 
Durham and Newcastle, and Mr, Pease, the 
donor of Benwell Towers, the new Bishop's 
residence. On the following day the newly 
consecrated Bishop was enthroned by the 
Bishop of Durham in the Catbedral Church 
of St. Nicholas, Newcastle ; and on Tuesday, 
August 1, he proceeded to do homage at 
Usborne. 

CHURCH AND TEMPERANOE. 

Canon Wilberforce has addressed a letter to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury on the property 
held by the Church of England in pablic- 
houses, which contains some startling facts. 
The Archbishop has replied to Mr. Wilber- 
force that. the facts shall have his full 
consideration. To deal with the evil will be 
a work of time and difficulty, but a beginning 
haa been made, and the task cannot be 


- evaded. 
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they were Protestants, In Bournaz village 
five families declared themeelves Protestant, H 
and immediately they were persecuted. One : 
‘man was beaten beyond endurance, aod he : 
went to the government to protest. He 
handed in his protest. He was asked if he : 
were a Protestant, and on answering in the ;- 
affirmative, his protest was torn in pieces, ( 
and he was ordered to prison, where he A 
remained for several days. The chief man - 
many of the village led the persecution, and for- : ; 
the shepherds of the village from 
amongst | 
Testament | 
preacher. | 
The of Cante ines to | 
commend to the clergy of his diocese the use fy 
| 
| 
Victor and Prince George of Wales were con- | " 
firmed at Whippingham Church, Isle of Wight, | tn 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury. | pe 
| | | 


Letters were read from Lord Shaftesbary, ifr. 
Fawcett, ur., Mr. John Holma, ur., 


the suggestion of the Lord Mayor, that the 
architect ought to be consulted. With re- 
gard to the fees, he did not think that the loss 
of one day’s fees in each week would seriously 
damage the vested interests. Dean Church, 
writing to the Lord Mayor, states: “ At St. 
Paul's the places for which a free day is 
asked are the Crypt, with its dark corners 
and recesses, and the upstairs portions uf the 
building, to which access is by long, narrow, 
winding staircases and without 
any possibility of a separate entrance 
or exit, and where a block and crush, 
not unlikely in the case of the ex- 
ceptional crowds of a free day, would be 


very dangerous, I do not suppose that at’ t 


Westminster they would extend the ‘ free | 
day’ to the roof and towers of the Abbey. | 
The whole floor of St. Paul's has long 
free. We do notallow walking about in 


choir or choir aisles, which are reserved for the | gi 


service and things connected with the service, 
as the vestries ; but any one applying to one 
of the vergers to inspect these would be 
allowed to do so at convenient times without 
any fee. As far as we are able, we wish to 


keep the fees as low as we can. But there 


are heavy charges upon them, not of. our | 


= 


Prayer, as the Vicar was about to enter the 
palpit, he requested the audience to remain 
seated. He then said: “We are about to 
deal with a case of Charch discipline. It is 


acting with the consent of the churchwardens, 3 
congregation, and parishioners. The offender 


ch 
paper, 
to the man, “Do you acknowledge this 
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bew arrangements oa wes 
Saviour’s, Southwark, where the patronege | hed written, “ Under no EEE 
has hitherto been im the hands of the rate- | the Dean and Chapter entertain any DE 

payers, would seem to be in a fair way for | of a subscription to defray 
completion (says the Guardian). On July 31, | incurred by such « 
at the annual meeting of the inhabitants for | is based om the nature 
the purpose of making a rate for the main- | of the dome, and of the 
tenance of the minister, and for the repairs of | it and through it. St 
the church, Mr, Rider, the chairman, con- | long been, freely open. 
gratulated the parish on the fact that they | is not closed because 
were assembled for such a purpose for the last | 
time. A rete of five farthings in the pound | 
was agreed to. | 
FREE DAY AT OT. PAUL's CATHRORAL. rising from the narrow- 
A meeting of the executive council of the staircases, surely if 9,000 persons 
Working Men's Movement for a free day at the Tower on last Bank Holiday 
St. Peol’s Cathedral was held on Wednesday, rough the limited space in that 
the 17th ult., at the committee-rooms of the 
Victoria Park and South Hackney Working thing to expect a similar result, 
Men's Club, Lauriston-road, South Hac*n ry. | HE resources of the Dean and Chapter of 
Tt was resolved to con- 
others, approving of the objects of the move- | tinue the agitation until some more satisfac- 
ment. The chairman said Dean Church | tory solution of the question is arrived at. 
had raised two objections to the granting of a DOING PENANCE IN CHURCH. 
free day—viz., the vested intereste, and what | In All Saints’ Church, East Clevedon, on 
he (the chairman) might call a “ scare,” as to | Sunday evening, July 30, a man did penance 
the dangers of overcrowding and the unrafe | for his conduct towards a servant girl who 
condition of the etaircsses, In his opinion | then awaited her trial for manslaaghter. The 
the latter objection was completely met by | church was crowded; and after 7 
a very common reproach to us English 
Churchmen that we are the only body of ' 
Christians in the world amongst whom disci- 
pline is dead. Among Roman Catholics, in 
the Eastern Church, among the Presbyterians 
of Scotland, and the English Dissenters,—I 
know not any body of Christians where 
salutary discipline is dead except in the 
Church of England. I believe it would be a 
perfectly intolerable evil for a parish priest, 
at his own discretion, to call before him in 
he church any notorious offender for public 
will soon come into the church to ask for- 
of his fellow-men, the one he has 
, wronged, and Almighty God.” The church- 
wardens then brought the maninto the 
church. On reaching the chancel steps the 
This he 
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you be « {eithfal and wiee and patient 
standard-bearer! Begin well, goon well, and 
end well.—Yours sincerely in Christ, J. C. 


4 
3 


that a larger committee 
been appointed each year to consider 


FE 


| Mr. Gregory said: “1 beg to propose the 
, adeption by the Conference of the amended 
- ‘Form of Administration of Baptism of In- 

i _ fants and Adults’ now presented.” | 
with any degree of unsnimity to recommend In the discussion that followed, Messrs. J. 
the reviecd form, the Conference is of opinion , Stevinson, A. Rees, — Arthur, the President, 


that any departure from the recognized order | the ex-President, the Secretary, and many 


farther.” This notice of motion was received | Mr. Bond presented the report with respect 


with cheers, os to the Ecumenical Conference held in London © 

On Wednesday, after the examination of last year, and the recommendation of the 
probationers, and the elections to the repre- committee that a second (Ecumenical Con- 
sentative conference, the President said: “The ference should be assembled, to be held, if 


United States. The Con- 
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a We are sure that cer sympathies and | connection with our session this morning bas 
Signed) 
Compan, p.o., aed thirty-cight 
New Coanerxicn, Primitive and | differences between the Churches are becoming 
Methodist Free Churches. Dr. Conder then | emaller; the various Christian denominations 
addressed the Conference, and wes replied to | are approsching nearer to each other, and it 
by Messrs. Arthar and Jenkins, and by the | is our Privilege as Methodist preachers expe- 
President. The hymna, “ All hail the power | cially to promote this. I have been exceed- 
of Jesu's name,” was then sung, and prayer | ingly cheered by the letters I have received 
was offered by Dr. Osborn, after which the | from ministers and members of other Churches. 
deputation withdrew. One of the first letters I received was an 
Om Saturday, the Secretary read addresses | acidress signed by all the officials of the Metho- 
to the Conference from the Leeds Temperancs | dist Free Church. I cannot tell you the joy 
Seciety, the United Kingdom Alliance, and | that has given me. The Congregational 
the Leeds Band of Hope League, which the | ministers and the Presbyterian ministers of 
Letter-writers were instructed to acknowledge. | Liverpool have written me ; and yesterday I 
Dr. Osborn moved, and Mr. Arthur seconded, | received the following letter from the Bishop 
resolation that an address of congratulation of Liverpool: ‘Dear’ Mr. Garrett,—You 
wonld be attended with danger, end recom- | others took part. The farther consideration 
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The Earl of Kimberley, in reply, said that, 


EB 


2 


CHIXA INLAND MISSION. 
The Revs. J. McCarthy, C. G. Moore, and F. W. Baller, who have been working for 


Lendon would be with four Chrietian teachers. 


more labourers to be sent, and, when they went out, to support them by their prayers. 
Rev. J. McCarthy said their brethren who were 


The 
going out had been doing both medical and — 


evangelistic work in Edinburgh and London, and therefore knew something of what they 


were going todo. They had much 
them had been successful. Dr. Wileon—who, 


own expense—said it did seem almost presumption for three men to go to that 


t to go, because those who had gone before 
the Chairman explained, was going out at his 
great empire. 


He had, however, been contrasting the condition of things to-day with what existed in the 
days of the early missionaries, and as he remembered that those early missionaries had not 
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CONGREGATIONALISM IN NORTH WALES. circumstanced, it 
onday, 14th a largely at- | wae on a general principle, 
Fa of the | but to deal with the facts of each case, In 
pastors and delegates of the English Congre- the cases of the Straits Settlements end 
gational churches in North Wales was beld British Guiana, he should not feel justified in 
at Rhyl. Much time was devoted to con- ecting in oppcsition to the les! sounc™ 
sidering how an effort could be made to pay | He did not take up « position hostile to the 
off the building debts on the church property, | deputation, and be had not favoured any 
amounting, in the aggregate, to £9,362, of the system to which ~~ 
exclusive of £2,200 needed to secure They must trust to the course 
separate church at Liandudno. In Carnar- to such changes in the colonies ss 
vonshire the debts amount to £2,505, in | would hereafter justify the adoption of their 
Merioneth to £1,360, im Flintshire to | views. 
£1,681, in Denbighshire to £1,752, and in THE SALVATION ARMY. ie 
Montgomery to £2,064. [Before the con-| [EEE Booth bas completed the purchase 
ference closed it was announced that one-half | of MN of the Eagle Tavern and Grecian 
the required sum had been promised. A | Theatre, City Road, London, for seventeen 
resolution approving of the Government steps | NN we obliged to raise half the 
in relation to higher education in Wales was | MENENEE necessary by loans. Early on Setur- 
passed, At a meeting held in the evening of | MN 13, the “Army” proceeded to 
the same day, able addresses were delivered 
by the Revs. J. Guinness Rogers and R. W. 
Dale. The proceedings were very successful, | 
and augur most favourably for the future * 
of English Congregationaliste in this part of 
the country. 
ECCLESIASTICAL GRANTS IN CROWN 
COLONTEA. 
On Thursday, the 10th ult., a deputation, 
introduced by Mr. Richard, u.r., waited 
upon the Colonial Secretary to urge the 
expediency of a uniform policy with regard | to keep the licence of the Eagle 
to the withdrawal of grants for ecclesiastical | of course they had undertaken 
purposes in colonies governed by the Crown. = proceedings terminated between seven 
eight. 
several years under the auspices of this society, and who recently came to this country on & 
short visit to recruit their health, are about to return to their labours. They are taking 
with them two medical missionaries, Dr. Wilson and Dr. Edwards; and a valedictory meeting 
was held in Exeter Hall for the purpose of bidding God-speed to the missionaries, and of 
awakening, if possible, a deeper and wider interest in the mission. Mr. R. Morgan presided, 
in the unavoidable abeence of Mr. T. A. Denny ; and the lower part of the hall, devoted to 
the meetings of the Young Men’s Association, was fairly filled. Mr. Broomhall said that the 
Protestant missionaries in China numbered only about one to a million of people—just what 
Mn ‘Therefore, there was great need to pray for 


encourage. 

Soho, 

College, 

way had been opened before him since, 

to China, and the proofs he had had 

American Episcopal Church Medical 

many of his colleagues, and of 

few words of advice and en- 

by singing 

the mission 

te it may be 

said there society has now 
reached a total of £11,974, and there are some 34 Europeans and 26 natives engaged in the 
work. The of the miesion may be thus summarised : In the island of Zanzibar the 
great church in the Slave Market is now in regular use; @ mission has been opened at a 
distant part of the town, and harbour services have been provided for the merchant vessels 
visiting Zanzibar. The Bishop has finally revised the whole of the New Testament in Swaheli, 
and translated and printed the Book of Exodus. More than 158 released slaves were received 


amongst the Mohammedan ladies. Four miles distant from the town, there is the important 
Mission Farm at Mbweni, where there are now settled 286 

a boarding-echool, with 72 girls. At Mbweni, there has recently been completed a stone 
church of considerable dimensions ; and at Kiungani, the other mission station on the island, 
about two miles from the town, there is the boys’ school, with its various workshops and 
printing-office. Here there are some 70 native boys boarded at the expense of the mission 
and of Christian friends in England. In the city itself there are some 27 little boys being 


thus educated and trained under the care of a mission lady ; and at Mbweni there are also 


_ some 74 female boarders, This feature of the Universities’ Mission must not be overlooked. 
These boarders have entailed very considerable expense, but the results wil!, we doubt not, 
with God's blessing, repay all this. Upwards of 200 native boys and girls are receiving a 
careful Christian training, and there is thus being raised up a considerable body who may be 
in the future evangelists and teachers and skilled Christian workmen, and from among the 
females, those qualified for their important duties in Christian homes. The intelligence from 
Usambara and Rovuma Missions on the adjacent continent is not less favourable. In the 
Usambara country the chief atations are at Magila, Mkuzi, and Umba. At Magila, a new 
stone church has been built, and the attendance has been very large. “There is a regular 
movement,” writes Archdeacon Farler, “at Magila among the chiefs and notables. Last 
‘Sanday there were five chiefs worshipping Christ as the Saviour, The women have doubled 
in numbers since Christmas. There are 28 boyd in the house ; all the boys are doing well, 
and likely to become useful members of society and good Christians. The general tone of 
morality is good, and there are no cases of -drunkenness.” The work is also promising at 
Mkuzi and Umba, although the progress is not yet so great. The last intelligence from the 
Kevama district is not less satisfactory, although the death of the Rev. C. A. Janson, just as 
he had reached Lake Nyassa, at Kungoi, is to be deplored. There are five stations now 


occupied in the Rovuma district, stretching on from the sea-coast at Lindi to the east coast of — 


Lake Nyassa, Of these, the most central and successful as yet is Masasi. There a new. 
chureh has recently been finished, of considerable size; Mr. Johnson, on his way from Zanzi- 
bar to the new station on Lake Nyassa, was present at the opening. At its dedication some 
200 people were present, and at a later date not less than 320, and at a neighbouring station 
50 additional, Masasi has undergone a change, and the supremacy of Christianity is acknow- 
in it at | 


WEST AFRICA. 


The missions of the Church Missionary Society in Western Africa embrace what are 


called the West Africa, Yoruba, and Niger Missions, In 1870, when Bishop Cheetham 
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by the mission at the hands of the Consal in 1881, and several more bave been added in 
the first three months of this year. Connected with the church, there is an infant school, a 
school for children of the townspeople, a nursery for infants ; and Zenana work is carried on 
| 
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went out, the Sierra Leone Native Church had been independently organized some few years, 
and only partially covered the ground, there being 2,000 Chrivtiana, with cix European and 


clergymen supported by the Church Missionary Society. Now the Sierra Leones 
Cad’ tas 19 90 and 875 were baptised 


and a neefal mission centre. . 

Bishop Crowther, of the Church Missionary Society, reports the average Sanday con- 
gregations at the stations om the Niger as having 3,472 attendants, of whom 1,597 are 
nominal Christians, and 451 communicants. 

SECTSDERABAD. 

We extract the following interesting account of the new mission work in Secunderabad 
from a letter by Mrs. L. H. Barges, which appears in the Watchman: “ Our Secundersbed 
Tomi! sehoolroom—a hired house—was the most commodious building at our disposal, so we 
areed to have our first annual society meeting there. It is nota very ornate structare, nor 
does it even boast of four walls, bat in this instamce that was rather an advantage than 
otherwise, as it enabled all these in the open court-yard for whom there was not room in the 
building to see and hear everything that went om. We had fixed the day for the meeting 
s me weeks before, bat as the ‘ime drew near, and the monsoon had burst and gave indica- 
tions that at any minute a sudden do-smpour might be expected, the question arose as to how 
we might protect from the rain those who would have to sit outside. This difficulty was 
solved by one of our Tamil members, who ingeniously managed to fasten the outer fly of one 


really marvellous to see how quickly the dingy walls bad been decorated with gay mottoes 


and bright evergreens. A band also was in belonging to which 
were purely native—a tom-tom, cymbals of lute. These, how- 
very much to the 

had their 

these birth 

ing si after an opening 

prayer in Tamil, he called upon Swamy Iyer Afterwards 
our Chadderghaut catechist read the Telugu Society then commented 
on, comparisons on the progress of each greater diligence 
in trying to lead heathens into the fold circuit steward— 
Solomon—tead out the different amounts raised by the Tamil congregation ; and then 
Sayanaa, the Telugu circuit steward, Telagne Then 
came a Tamil lyric, followed by one in Rev. B. Pratt, 
in a very earnest address, introdted the princi We had for some 
time been talking over Various plans for energies of every individual 


tract distributor at home. Swamy Iyer and Wesley then gave a running translation in 
Tamil and Telugu of the rules of the proposed society. My sister was made the general 
secretary, and with i 


her 
called for, and no less than twenty-five men and women came forward and asked to be 


1881. 
schools, and 14,718 scholars. The Church Missionary Society has been ecusbled almost to 
retire from the field, there being only two European and two native clergymen connected 
wth it, all of them engaged im the work of higher edneation ; and the society's expenditure 
in by £3,000 year. Foursh Bay College, the Grammar School, the Annie Welsh 
Female Institation, a school for Mohammedan children, constitute the parent society's 
evangelistic work im the colony ; and the only outlying mission is at Port Lokkoh. The 
roviety bas thas im all two stations, foor Earopean and two native clergymen, 11 native lay 
teachers, five schools and seminaries, and 245 scholars. The Sierra Leone Native Church has 
also mission stations now, for which it raised for the last year £518. There were 37 sdult 
baptiems of its converta, and 99 persons had been confirmed im connection with its Ballom 
Quia and Tasso missions, Sierra Leone may thas be justly regarded as a Christian country 
f his tents to the roof of our building and the adjoining compound wall. The hour fixed 
was 5 p.., and om our arrival we found nearly all the members of our Chaddergheut 
Telagu, Secunderabad Tamil, and Secunderabad Telagu churches expectantly awaiting ua Alto- 
gether, about sixty grown-up people and twenty children were present, and they, one and all, 
lo ked intensely happy. The school-children had been set free for the afternoon, and it was 
ee formation of s tract distribution 
, society. Mr. Pratt, therefore, spoke about this, and related some of his _ aa 


~ 


| 
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weer to Australia; and whee thes 
conversion of the almost unknown 
them were the deadly character of 
outlook was not promising ; but a 
the risk and cost of the enterprise. 
The western section has its 
Queensland and the middle of the 
, which was discovered as late as 1 
point along the Coast. The other 
great end unknown island. The 
teachers from the South Seas. The 
vity, partly because of its larger 
force. This mission was established 
workers ; and, at the close of 1877, 
a kindly disposition, 
. Im the next three 
built, a large congregation 
to read, and write, and ci 
can lead in pablic prayer, 
and six teachers, and the mi 
marauders and pirates, and 
tthe portastraders. They 
ing expedition along the coast west of 
and induced those who accompanied him 
- 


a 


A 
| 
| 


to 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AUSTRIA AND BOHEMIA. 


depata- 
tion to his i. perial aod Royal Majesty the 
Emperor of Austria in 1879, has the honour 
to submit to his Excellency Graf von Tr fe : 

1. That the members of the Evangelical 
Alliance have been profoundly gratefal for 
the permission to hold family worship and 
open meetings upon religious subjects, which 
was granted to certain Protestant communities 
in November, 1879. 

2. That the exclusion of chikiren from 
divine worship, with their parents, is a matter 
which evokes the strong sympathy of kindred 
Christian bodies in Great Britain and in 
America, and elsewhere, and seems to them 
opposed to the just requirements of religious 
liberty. 

3. That, as a matter of fact, however, at 
the present date, children of a certain age 
(between seven and fourteen) are not allowed 
to worship with their parents who belong to 


Protestant Churches not recognized by law in |i 


Austria, and thus families are deplorably 
divided in the exercise of their most sacred 
functions. 

4. That it is not now sought to obtain any 
alteration of the legal status of such children 
(whose parents have left the Catholic State 
Church) in respect of their obligation to receive 
réligious instraction, but merely that they 
should be put upon the same footing in 
respect of divine worship as the children of: 
parents (who have also left the Catholic State 
Church) in the Protestant Churches which are 
recognized by law in Austria. 

5. That the children of the last-mentioned 


every where. 
8. That the therefore, on 
behalf of the Evangelical Alliance, humbly 


(whose 
case has been provided for since November, 


1879). | 
10. That the undersigned was directed to 


11. That individuals have been, 


here aad 
there, threatened or hindered in ; 


to observe, with respect to Bible colporteurs, 
that their work must be a most valuable 


counterpoise in the present day to the dis- 
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Alliance wes listened to with much interest 
orwich, a garden party was and coffee were on the lawn. At 

the Rev. George Elwin | Lowestoft, on the 28th of July, the Hon. Mrs. 

aly 27th. There wasa/ Barroughes kindly held « drawing-room 

of clergy, ministers, and meeting at Normanstone. The sddrew of 

Alliance; and Mr. | the depatation om the principles and recent 

recent work of the | work of the Alliance evoked mach interest. 

_ The following is the text of the memorial | parents are allowed to worship with them, 

addressed to the Minister of State on the} receiving meanwhile Catholic Religious In- _ 

occasion of the recent visit of the Hon. and | struction. 

Rev. E. V. Bligh to Austria :— 6. That the undersigned has been specially 

Vienna, July, 1882. depuated by the British Branch of the Evan- 

ical Alliance to visit Austria with the view 

Public Worship and Education. the high authorities, so that the Religions 
The undersigned, a Vice-President of the | Liberty which is guaranteed by the Austrian 

British Branch of the Evangelical Alliance, | Constitational Law to every mubject may be 

confirmed and maintained. 

7. That inasmach as the parents are the 
natural guardians of such children, and are 
moreover persons who are devoted to the 
Christian Bible, which inculcates duty towards 
the Sovereign and respect for the powers that 

| be, it must be for the real interest of the State 
iteelf in this matter to give satisfaction to the ‘ 
public opinion of the Protestant Church 
and earnestly prays that liberty te worship 
with their parents may be granted to these 
children, and that in any other respect the 
most favourable construction may be placed 
upon the existing Austrian law. 

9. That the undersigned desires further to 
represent to his Excellency Graf von Taaffe 
that reports had reached London of certain 
arbitrary or irregular acts of lecal authorities 
inquire personally upon the spot into such es 
matters, and that having done so, he regrets 

to state such reports were well founded. 
of their office as Bible colpcrteurs. 

12. That the andersigned would take leave 


/' 


of assuring hie Excellency 
Taaffe that a favourable reply upon the fore- 
going matters would be received with grateful 


(Signed) E. V. Buicu, 


E. V. BLIGH, GIVEN IN OUR LAST. 
Particulars of Cases of Persecution or Oppres- 
sion of Protestant Christians in Austria and 

Bohemia. 

1. Children, from seven to fourteen years 
of age, of parents not belonging to the 
recognized Protestant Churches are excluded 
from public worship, with their parents. 

2. This public worship, when strictly in - 
extend to prayer or praise ; 
occasionally enforced, as in 


necessary lest they should sell dangerous or 
seditious publications, They can only exhibit 
samples, and may not sell on the spot, but 
must take orders upon a formal printed form, 
which, in many cases, acts practically as 6 


_| Temonstrated out of the window of his own 


house with some youths who were making 
insulting noises while he was conducting 
family worship inside, and he is presumed to 
have been publicly preaching, coutrary to law. 

8. Mr. J——, « colportenr, bas been 
obliged to treat his young children under 
seven~as belonging still to the State-recoynized 
Reformed Chureh, which he had left to join 
the Old Evangelicals in ——. (This is a 
peculiar case.—E. V. B.) 

9. Mr. L—— and his wife, who have 
both left the Roman Catholic Church, wished 
to. register their child, under seven years, in 
their own faith, but Dave been twice refused. 

10, Mr. M——, a layman of the recog- 
nized Reformed Church, has been hitherto 
interdicted from holding Bible meetings in an 
outlying district ; but this case is mixed up 
with consideratiéns of discipline within that 
Church. 

11, A Bible colporteur at L—— Was 
reading the Bible in his own house, with his 
wife. and three invited guests, when ihe 
gendarmes appeared, and, with violence, 
interrupted the meeting. (This is the mg 
Tecent case.) 

12. Two colporteurs in the Tyrol have™ 
had their licences arbitrarily taken away 


lately: 
(Signed) E. V. Buon. 
July 6, 1882. ; 
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semination of Communistic or Socialistic,or, 5. Mr. S——— was sent as a colporteur to | 
| ——, bat was refused permission to exercise f 
few friends visited him in his d -house, 
and joined in Biblereading and singing. | 
13. Gendarmes violently dispersed the meeting, é 
and the police took him before « court of | 
justice, and he was acquitted. Upon appeal, a 
| he wee again soquitted by « higher court; but 
upon another appeal to a third higher cvurt, 
| be was ordered to leave Austria in three 
clamatiog Dy the whole 
in Europe and in America. belief. His children have been determine! 
to be Roman Catholics by the Minister of 
a Public Education, and Mr. H—— is not | 
A Vice-President of the British Branch | allowed to appeal, though such children are 
of the Evangelical Alliance. expressly declared by law to belong to their | 
7, Alam Street, London. parents’ religion. | 
7. The said Mr. H-——— has been lately 
— summoned before a local court, because he 
APPENDIX TO REPORT OF THE HON. AND REV Re 
ened if he did not instantly leave the . 
, His offence appears to have been his having f | 
spoken to a few people about their souls. 
i. 4. Colporteurs of the Bible, etc., are, ‘ 
strictly speaking, upon the same footing as : 
those in whose case special precautions are : 
publications. 
| 


? 


contemporary :— 


love Christ and His Word is much felt in the 
town of Tersteegens ; and the fine, spacious 
meeting-house,in which the upper rooms at 
each side of the hall could be opened in con- 


- nection with the latter; is well suited for larger 


assemblies. The reports of this year’s mect- 
ings are again encouraging and refreshing, 
and all passed off pleasantly. Some points 
of difference were discussed, and from several 
sides opinions were expressed with regard to 
the activity of the Free Church Party, but 
this was in such a brotherly way tbat no 
shadow of di could be perceived, 
In these times of infidelity, ever increasing 
through numerous gatherings, the leading 
members of the committee consider it very 
important to lay stress upon the fact, and to 
show, through society meetings, that Christians 
of different sects are still one in essential 
points. 

There was a not inconsiderable number of 


pastors present ; besides which, several clergy- 
men from Mulheim interested themselves in 


was “The Biblical Idea of Conversion.” 

__ Pastor Conrad (of Cronenberg) gave the ad- 
dress. Speaking of the time of conversion, 
he said j 


every faith, and 
power is a sign of a scriptural conver- 
sion ; where such has taken place, there is 


thought often passes like lightning through 
the soul. In the evangelical history of the 


2R6 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDON. (September 1, 188. 
The following letter, addressed to the; any meetings for worship, and who secare| 
Secretary, has been received from the Rev. 
A. W. Clark, of Prague :— Evangelical hes since that time 
, more than doubled ite membership. Five of 
Prague, July 21, 1883. | oor members are colporteurs of Bible societies ; 
several are at work as evangelists ; others are 
: in a course of training for practical Chrietian 
work. ‘ur little hall, as your Vice-Presi- 
dent, the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Bligh, knows by 
Bethany). This has now the legal 
| A. W. Crarx. 
P.S.—Mr. Novotny tells me that some one 
expressed willingness to use, in behalf of our 
tion are passed. The little band of believers | efforts fora hall, a little space in the Zvangelical 
who were for months refased the right of | Christendom. Please aid us, if possible. 
WEST GERMAN BRANCH. 
Meeting of the West German Branch is con- 
densed from the account given by a German | the matter. The people of the town, accus- 
a _tomed to such assemblies, were, as usual, hos- 
The assemblies this year were held in Miil- | pitable and friendly. The morning, as in 
heim-on-the-Ruhr, on the lst and 2nd of | former years, was taken up in talking over 
June. The need of a union of all those who | pre-arranged subjects ; in the afternoon, there 
| were Bible discussions ; and in the evening, 
any one to receive the Holy Ghost in a certaia 
time. Nt every feeling of penitence, not . 
Many imagine themselves converted and re- 
| generate before they have a real change of 
j heart. 
Dr. Fabri pointed out that there must be a 
; distinction between awakening and conversion. 
: | Awakening is the knowledge that one may 
; | not remain in the same state as before. This 
| 4 
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*,* Remittances may be made payable to the onder of either of the Secretaries 
(Major-General Field, c.., and Mr. A. J, Arnold), or to the Treasurer, = 


Alliance Houre, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, Wc, ; 
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